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In 1977, PSF was initiated 

by a member of the Japanese 

Canadian Volunteers Association 

(Tonari Gumi). In the spirit of the 

Matsuri or festivals of Japan, Psf 

celebrates the history of japanese 

canadians in vancouver.
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The Powell Street 
Festival Society`s 

mission is to cultivate Japanese 

Canadian arts and culture to 

connect communities. Our main 

activity is producing the Powell 

Street Festival.

Our core values are:
1. Community

2. Artistic Excellence

3. Inclusivity and Diversity

4. Heritage

5. Resilience

 we also produce an annual 
season of cultural + 
artistic programming

The 45th Celebration 
will take place 
over the bc day 
longweekend

be part of the story
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48% live
inVancouver

2% live in Surrey, 
Delta, Langely, 
or White Rock 

5% live in 
Richmond

5% live in North or 
West Vancouver

4% live in 
Coquitlam, Port 

Coquitlam or 
Port Moody

5% live in the 
DTES or Sthrathcoa

11% live in Burna-
by or New West-

minster

In 2020 649 households

viewed the online telethon.

Collectively, the Telthon was 

streamed for 73.7K Minutes. 

 - 34 Performers + Entertainers

 - 88 Minutes of Programming

 

age 50 - 64 
33%

age 30 - 49 
32%

age 19 - 29 
12%

ch
ild

 1%

n
/a

 5%

age 65+ 
17%

Japanese 
Canadian 
community

44% 
identify  as 
members of the

diverse multi-generational audience

20% live outside of 
the Lower Mainland

woman 

62%

12%

chose to not dis
clo

se o
r 

o
th

e
r

 

men 

26% mixed 
heritage

20% 
identify as of

53% earn over 
$40,000 per year

21% earn $90,000 +

10% earn $20-40,000

6% earn $20,000 or less






87% attended 

college or university

Powell Street 
Festival telethon 
viewers identified 
as...

3% chose not to disclose
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THE PAUERU GAI DIALOGUES
The Paueru Gai Dialogues is a new 

series of 9 online events feauturing 

BIPOC artists and activists as they 

share their perspecctives on current 

social issues. The project intends 

to inspire civic engagement and 

community building during the 

disruption of the enduring pandemic. 

artists enriching communities

Company 605 Kaya Kurtz Aretha Aoiki De Couto/Say/Arai Organ Trio Banana Bread

Vancouver Taiko Society Yurie hoyoyon Shion Skye Carter Nikkei National Museum

The Deep Cove Riot 360 Vancouver Okinaawa Taiko Clala Dance Project Jeff Chiba SternsJ

Paueru Gai Dialogues, 2021

McGregor-Verdejo Duo Tetsuro Shigematsu Onibana Taiko Carolyn Nakagawa + Laura Fukumoto Kisyuu

we paid
94 artists  
in 2020.
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Our weekly meals builds 

community by createing new job 

opportunities, and a space where 

new skills are learned 

The Advocacy + outreach committee 

promotes the profile of Powell Street 

Festival to cultural, social, political 

and mainstream communities.

* PARTICIPATE IN DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

COMMUNITY-BUILDING EFFORTS. 

* LIAISES WITH OTHER ARTS AND 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO FOSTER 

AWARENESS AND PARTNERSHIPS

* Liaises with local and national 

Japanese Canadian cultural 

and social organizations 

* Works cooperatively with 

other Downtown eastside 

organizations to promote change 

and support to renew the area

grassroots connection to neighbourhood

We've also partnered with 

other community programs 

and have contributed by 

creating origami prompts

Thanks to our telethon donors, 

we have raaised $64,389 to 

launch the PowellStFest 

Community Kitchen Program
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In 2020, we distributed 

over 1,750 care packages
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Powell Street Festival Society’s 

programming includes a season 

of events and partnerships with 

other organizations throughout the 

year outside of the Festival. This 

expansion of programs allows us to 

collaborate with other organizations, 

artists and communities that we 

wouldn’t normally have the capacity 

to during our festival weekend. We 

are also able to present in other 

venues and areas of the city and 

outreach to new audiences.
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spatial poetics XVI: 
Kiyo 生き残り
2017
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spatial poetics XVII: 
Once lost
2018

paueru mashup 
dance
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Wild Salmon Caravan
ningyo
2018

Ju
li

a
 W

o
n

g
, 
2
0

19

children`s sumo workshop
2019
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mark takeshi McGregor at 
honolulu festival
2019
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Against the current 
workshops
2015

CELEBRATING JAPANESE CANADIAN ARTS AND CULTURE ALL YEAR LONG
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Our directors bring a wealth 
of experience and knowledge 
to the Society and share a 
love of the arts, Japanese 
culture and food!

The Fundraising 
Committee solicits 
and secures financial 
support.

The Festival 
Committee 

coordinates the 
logistics and 
production of the 
Festival.

The 
Advocacy 
Committee 
promotes the profile of the 
organization to the cultural, 
social, political and mainstream 
communities; and participates in 
Downtown Eastside community-
building efforts.

The Programming 
Committee 
researches 
and identifies 
artists and arts 
organizations that give 
voice to the Japanese Canadian 
community.

administration + 
development staff

executive 
Committee + 

director

artistic 
Director

programming 
committee

Board of 
directors

production 
staff

volunteer 
coordinator

438 committed
festival 

volunteers 
festival 

committee

advocacy 
and outreach 
committee

fundraising 
committee

HOW WE WORK
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strategic Plan  |  powell street festival society 2020

A society enriched and interconnected through Japanese 

Canadian arts and culture.Vision

We cultivate Japanese Canadian arts and culture to connect 

and empower diverse communities. Our main activity is 

producing the Powell Street Festival in Vancouver’s historic 

Japanese Canadian neighbourhood, Paueru Gai.

mission

Values
Community: We foster engagement, collaboration and accessibility.

Artistic Excellence: We cultivate and support artists and cultural producers.

Inclusivity and Diversity: We program events and activities that welcome a wide range of 

participants, striving towards barrier free experiences.

Heritage: We honour the location of Paueru Gai and Japanese Canadian 

history. Through this, we acknowledge a larger narrative of 

displacement and colonization.

Resilience: We protect and maintain the financial and operational 

viability of the organization.
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 group social 
media x 2

 individual 
social media 
post

 individual 
social media 
post

 individual 
social media 
post

 individual social 
media post

 poster

 transit shelter

          advertisement

 individual social 
media post

 poster

 transit shelter 

         advertisement

 name listed in 
e-newsletter

 name listed in 
e-newsletter

      logo in 
e-newsletter

      logo in 
e-newsletter

      logo in 

e-newsletter

      logo in 
e-newsletter

 slider on 
website up for 
negotiation

 name listed 
on website

 name listted 
on website

  logo on 
website

 logo on 
website

 logo on 
website 

 logo on 
website

 featured post on 
news feed

 slider on 
website up for 
negotiation

 name listed in 
program

 logo in 
program

 1/6 pg b&w 
ad

 logo in 
program

 1/4 pg b&w 
ad

 logo in 
program

 1/2 pg b&w 
ad

 logo in 
program

 full pg b&w 
ad

 emcee 
announcement 

 emcee 
announcement

 emcee 
announcement

 opening 
speech

exclusive 
web or print 
acknowledgement

exclusive 
web or print 
acknowledgement

Community  
Partner 

$3,000

Festival  
Partner 

$10,000

Volunteer 
Partner

$1,000

Performance 
Partner 

$5,000

Presenting  
Partner 

$25,000

Contributing 
Partner

$300
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 e-newsletter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1588 subscribers

 website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128,235 pageviews over 1 yr

 social media  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 393,965 social media reach

 festival program  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000 distribution

 poster  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1000 posted

 print advertisements . . . . . . . . 3,642,000 distro, up to

  transit shelter ad . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,893,918 circulation

 Sponsor Benefit Reach 

All sponsorship benefits are up for negotiation. We want to create a partnership that suits your unique needs.

 Sponsor Benefit Reach 


