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The Powell Street Festival first took place in 1977, and has since expanded to be 
one of the largest and longest-running community arts festivals in Canada. 

The Powell Street Festival Society (PSFS) now functions as a non-profit registered 
charity arts organization based in Vancouver and the Paueru Gai Area - today known as 
the Downtown Eastside - located on the unceded territories of the Skwxwú7mesh 
(Squamish), Səlílwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh), and xʷməθkwəyəm (Musqueam) Nations. 

In addition to the Powell Street Festival, the Society offers year-round programs and 
collaborates with local, national, and international organizations, artists, and 
communities to advance equity and well-being for all. 

Mission:  To celebrate Japanese Canadian art and culture to connect 
communities.

Values:
 Community: We foster engagement, collaboration and accessibility.

Artistic Excellence: We cultivate and support artists and cultural producers.
Inclusivity and Diversity: We program events and activities that welcome a wide range 
of participants, striving towards barrier free experiences.
Heritage: We honour the location of Paueru Gai and Japanese Canadian history. 
Through this, we acknowledge a larger narrative of displacement and colonization.
Resilience: We protect and maintain the financial and operational viability of the 
organization.
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YEAR IN BRIEF

With every year, we aim to program events and activities that welcome a wide range of 
participants, striving towards more barrier free experiences. In 2021, 

As PSFS continues to work to reduce barriers and grow community relationships, we 
welcome all feedback regarding the accessibility of our programming.

96 programs & events

221 volunteers donating 4,804 
hours 

Increased investments in social 
enterprises

All events and programs were free of charge, or sliding scale,
ASL interpretation or closed captioning were incorporated into most of our 
programming, including live events (such as the Festival Zoom Check-In and Miyō: 
Powell Street Festival at the Rio) and on-demand content,
Our website included an automated Web Accessibility Solution for ADA & WCAG 
Compliance during the Festival season,
The Festival printed program and website were available in both English and 
Japanese.

121 artists and cultural producers 
81% of total funds went to local 
artists
95% of which are BIPOC 

PSFS is proud to be an organization 
founded on volunteerism. We are 
grateful to our community of 
committed volunteers who 
continue to shape and advocate 
our mandate despite the 
challenges of the pandemic.

$96,085 paid to peers and local 
organizations through our DTES 
Community Care Programs
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THE 45TH POWELL STREET FESTIVAL

The Festival culminated in the 
Paueru Gai-Oppenheimer Park 
neighbourhood with a final 
celebration featuring a Paueru 
Mashup Community Dance flash 
mob, durational taiko drumming 
and the Daruma Community Art 
Installation composed of over 4,000 
daruma origami. 

“I feel that the Powell Street Festival is really exploring the possibilities of “how can we 

contribute to the society?” by using the Festival as a catalyst or device. The message was 

expressed in many forms including very contemporary to traditional format, strictly 

Japanese to non-Japanese, and young and old. I felt that the event was very inclusive to 

all.” - Powell Street Festival 2021 attendee

“I have been coming to PSF for over 35 years, and each year holds its own special 

discoveries, performances, and experiences. I love the welcoming, diverse, conscious, and 

non-hierarchical structure...” - Powell Street Festival 2021 attendee

2021 presented an opportunity 
to adapt and reimagine the 
Festival and community 
connection.

73 events & programs

7,300 attendees

45 professional artists 
and community groups 

paid

29 volunteers donating 
239 hours

46 peers paid

Professional local and international 
artists,
Festival-favourite performers 
(martial artists, folk singers, actors, 
poets, musicians and dancers) who 
hosted online or in-person 
programs,
Community groups who created 
self-sufficient, accessible 
interactions and resources,
Partnerships with arts and culture 
organizations, such as the Surrey 
Art Gallery and 360 Riot Walk.
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While there was no single large public 
event, this year’s month-long Festival 
was a springboard for bubble-safe 
gatherings held both online and 
in-person. Throughout July, the 
Festival offered an array of on-
demand creative works, on-location 
performances and community-
building activities, including:
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YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

January 2021 marked the beginning of 
the Paueru Gai Dialogues, a PSFS series 
of 9 online events aimed to inspire civic 
engagement and community-building 
during the disruption of the pandemic. 
BIPOC artists and activists shared their 
perspectives on current social issues, 
and participants were invited to join 
discussion rooms to offer generative 
questions for further contemplation. 
View the entire series on our Youtube 
channel.

“I appreciate that the Paueru Gai 

Dialogues offer opportunities for folks to 
build relationships, discuss ideas and ask 

critical questions across time zones and 

borders.” - Paueru Gai Dialogues attendee

In April 2021, PSFS announced the 
stewardship of 360 Riot Walk, an 
interactive walking tour of Vancouver’s 
1907 Anti-Asian Riots, created by artist 
Henry Tsang. It uses 360 video technology 
to trace the history and route of the riots 
in what is today known as the Downtown 
Eastside. This unique project interweaves 
the narratives of racialized communities, 
reclaiming how and what histories are 
told.

View Talking the Walk: Reflections on 360 
Riot Walk, a 3-part online series about the 
creation of the tour on our Youtube 
channel.

The Paueru Mashup Community Dance 
is a high-energy dance that is 
accessible to all ages and abilities. It 
was commissioned from Onibana Taiko 
and Company 605 in 2020. Join us for 
lessons online or follow along with our 
Youtube tutorials to prepare yourself 
for the flash mob at the next Festival! 
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https://www.youtube.com/c/PowellStreetFestivalSociety
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DTES SRO Collaborative-PSFS Chinatown Grocery Program Advocacy and Outreach Committee cooking for Minori Harvest event

WePress Community Kitchen, which prepares 700-1,000 meals per week for the 
unhoused and precariously housed in the DTES. 
Chinatown Grocery Program and DTES Indigenous Elders Grocery Program, which 
altogether deliver groceries to 190 underserved elders and SRO tenants per week, 
thanks to Bing Ho’s family and friends, and the DTES SRO Collaborative. 
Community Impact Real Estate Society and EMBERS Eastside Works, whose grants 
support low-barrier employment for people living on low incomes and fulfill key roles 
in our distribution of meals, care packages and groceries. 
PSFS’ Advocacy and Outreach Committee, a team of dedicated volunteers who 
participate in DTES community-building efforts and organize annual events (see next 
page)

Thanks to donors and supporters, the success of the Telethon fundraising event in 2020 
became a catalyst for unprecedented growth of our DTES Community Care Programs, 
our grassroots efforts to enhance the community’s well-being.

In 2021, we invested $183,312.41 to support job creation, care packages, meal 
preparation and grocery delivery in the DTES. 

Our DTES Community Care Programs collaborate with: 

59% of these funds created skills-building and low-barrier jobs for DTES residents
39% were spent on groceries and supplies for the safe distribution of healthy meals
The remaining 8% covered peer salaries* for the implementation of our DTES 
Community Care Programs
*And as promised, 100% of donations from the Telethon went directly to members of the DTES 
community. 

YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS
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Paueru Mashup at CRAB Park

PSFS in partnership with DKAM, is the recipient of Canadian Heritage's Support for 
Workers in Live Arts and Music Sectors Fund. The grant supports the arts and cultural 
sectors as they weather the pandemic, and to create live and digital arts and cultural 
experiences within existing restrictions. The live events, which prioritize diverse artists, 
innovative collaborations, and traditional and alternative venues, will continue into 2022.

Our Advocacy and Outreach Committee 
hosted numerous events, including 
Paueru Mashup at CRAB Park (Feb 15), 
Hanami Picnic (April 21), Asahi Tribute 
(Sept 21) and Minori Harvest (Nov 28), 
providing capacity-building paid work 
opportunities, food and resources for 
DTES residents, and cultural activities 
which share Japanese Canadian history 
and culture. Special thanks to WePress, 
Yakashiro Farm & Gardens, Vancouver 
Japanese Language School, Vancouver 
Second Mile Society and True North 

Kettle Corn for their support of these 
events.

EVENTS

Miyō: Powell Street Festival at the Rio Daruma Kuyō Tatsuya Nakatani

The Unbroadcast Life of Midred Bailey 
(cancelled)

Made in Voyage Love Letters to Divided Nations



Executive 

Director

In 2021, the PSFS team grew to 6 FTE (Full Time Equivalent) staff and we continue to 
rely on our community of volunteers, who make up the Board of Directors, Committees 
and Festival Crew.
 

HOW WE WORK

Board of 

Directors

Programming
Coordinator

Festival 
Assistants

Advocacy 
and Outreach 
Committee

Programming 
Committee

Development 
& Admin 

Coordinator

Communications 

Coordinator

Promotes PSFS 
to the cultural, 
social, political 

and mainstream 
communities, 

and participates 
in DTES 

community 
efforts.  

Our Directors are 
longterm volunteers 
who bring a wealth 
of experience and 

knowledge.  

Production
Coordinator

Engagement
Coordinator

Fundraising
Committee

Researches and 
identifies artists 

and arts 
organizations 
that give voice 

to the Japanese 
Canadian 

community.

Solicits and 
secures 
financial 
support.

Community

Festival Crew 
Volunteers

Volunteers and staff at the 45th Annual Powell Street Festival



THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 SPONSORS



Ada Dickens, Ai Yamamoto, Al Pasternak, Alfred G Lam, Alisa Kage, Amy K Ruth, Annie 
Simpson (in memory of Bob Horii), Anvil Press, Axel Starck, Ayumi Goto, Basil Izumi, Beth 
Carter, Bethany Dobson, Bing Ho and Carmen Kwan, Bonnie Soon, Brayden Naka, Bryan 
Uyesugi, Cadeaux Bakery, Camille Flanjak, Carnegie Community Centre, Caroline 
Yoshida-Butryn, Cassandra Kobayashi, Cathy Babyak, Catlin Renay, Chris Clancy, Chris 
Penner, Christina Musgrove, Christine Giesbrecht, Colin Yakashiro, CUPE Local 389, Dan 
Tokawa, Dean Campbell, Deborah LeRose, Denise Isomura, Derek Iwanaka, Desiree 
Gabriel, E. Kage, Edward Takayanagi, Eleanor Wearing, Ellen Kurz, Ellie O’Day, Elmer 
Morishita, Emi Morita (in memory of Kevin Sleziak), Emily Yakashiro (in memory of Bryan 
Yakashiro), Erica Isomura, Ethel Whitty, Federica Bruniera, Felicia Yee, Figure 1 Publishing, 
Fujiya, Geist Magazine, Greystone, Gordon Gallagher, Grace Ho, Gregor Reid, Gwendolyn 
Yip, Heidi Nutley, Helen Kang, Hong Chou Tiv, Imogene Lim, Ingrid Mendez, Jacquie 
Stinson, Jana Squires, Janice Shimizu (in memory of Mioko and Victor Shimizu), Janice, 
David, and Kathy Shimizu and families (in memory of Hideko (Hedy) Arai, and Mio and 
Victor Shimizu), Jayce Salloum, Jeffrey Moser, Jeffrey Taijiri, Jennifer Buck, Joanne 
Kryski, Jonah Letovsky (in memory of Bob Horii), Joe Abo, Julie Abo, Judit Navratil, Judy 
Hanazawa, Kahoruko Yamamoto, Karen Bartlett, Kathy Shimizu (in memory of Mio and 
Victor Shimizu), Katsumi Hikido, Kelty McKinnon (in memory of Marie Saito), Kelvin Higo, 
Kennely Ho, Kimi Hawkes, Kimiko Hawkes, Kirk Tougas, Laura Ishiguro, Laura Kotick, 
Laura Saimoto, Les and Phyllis Murata, Liana Glass, Lilly Der, Linda Hoffman, Lorraine 
Lowe, Madeline Keller-MacLeod, Matthew Halverson, Marco Gazzoli, Margaret Geiser, 
Margaret Nakamura, Mari Fujita, Marie Lopes, Marty Hilchey, Mary Ellen Glover, Maryka 
Omatsu, Masami Hanashiro, Mayura Colling, Michael Hillman, Michelle Walters, Mike 
Embury, Miki Hirai, Megumi Anderson, Nan Gregory, Naomi Aris Horii (in memory of Bob 
Horii), Naomi Matsushita, Naomi Shikaze, Nichola Ogiwara, Nicholas Gasser, Nina Inaoka 
Lee, Nora Yeuk Man Ma, Norm Leech, Oon-Sim Ang, Oppenheimer Park, PFS Studio, 
Portico Design Group (in memory of Bob Horii), Rain Daniels, Rachael McKendry, Randi 
Edmundson, Randy Iwata, Richard & Sandra Marsh, Rebecca Ho, Rieko (Rachel) Enomoto, 
Rika Uto, Robert Tyrrell, Sachiko Takeda-McKee (in memory of Mie and Masao Takeda), 
Sam Sullivan, Sean Miura, Shaena Kobayashi, Shaunn Watt, Sharin Ali, Shirley Li, Shirley 
Peerenboom, Sid Tan, Soramaru Takayama, Steven Smeaton, Sunrise Market, Susan Arai, 
Susan Doi (in memory of Tomoaki and Mitsue Doi), Taeko Mary Jane Morita, Taitania 
Calarco-Higuchi, Tami Ogura, Taylor Dawn, Tea Lani, Teresa Lee (in memory of Bob Horii), 
Teresa Vandertuin, Terry Hunter (in memory of Si Garber), Terry Watada, The Bulletin, The 
Cinematheque, Todd Huang, Tony Tran, Val Fishman, Vancouver Japanese Language 
School and Japanese Hall, Vivian Rygnestad, W. Wong Enterprises, Wendy Masui (in 
memory of Kotaro Masui), Wendy Pedersen, Yoshiko Godo (in memory of Masakazu 
Godo), Yoshio Arai, Yurie Hoyoyon, Yusei Ota

THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 DONORS



Powell Street Festival (photo: Hammer, 2018)

Join us in anticipation of a full-build live Festival with a livestream 
component in 2022. 

We look forward to engaging our community for another year of exciting 
programming. Whether you are a long-term festival-goer, previous 
volunteer, sponsor, or are new to PSFS, we want to celebrate with you in 
2022.
 

If you are interested to join us as a sponsor, see our 2022 Sponsorship 
Package at powellstreetfestival.com/support/sponsors
 

powellstreetfestival.com
@powellstfest


