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In 1977, PSF was initiated 

by a member of the Japanese 

Canadian Volunteers Association 

(Tonari Gumi). In the spirit of the 

Matsuri or festivals of Japan, Psf 

celebrates the history of japanese 

canadians in vancouver.
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The Powell Street 
Festival Society`s 

mission is to cultivate Japanese 

Canadian arts and culture to 

connect communities. Our main 

activity is producing the Powell 

Street Festival.

Our core values are:
1. Community

2. Artistic Excellence

3. Inclusivity and Diversity

4. Heritage

5. Resilience

 we also produce an annual 
season of cultural + 
artistic programming

the 44th Annual 
Festival is on 

August 1+2, 2020

be part of the story
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5853 live
inVancouver

702 live in 
Surrey, Delta, 

Langely, or 
White Rock 

1171 live in 
Richmond

819 live in North or 
West Vancouver

1054 live in 
Coquitlam, Port 

Coquitlam or 
Port Moody

1405 live in the 
DTES or Sthrathcoa

3512 live in 
Burnaby or New 

Westminster

In 2019 16,155 people

attended the Festival

5704 attended other PSFS events

128,235 reached our website + 

393,965 on social media

553 members + 438 volunteers

3069 primarily speak a  

language other than English including 

969 Japanese speakers 

こんにちは

age 50 - 64 
20%

age 30 - 49 
44%

age 19 - 29 
28%

ch
ild
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 1%

Japanese 
Canadian 
community

12% 
identify  as 
members of the

diverse multi-generational audience

1171 live outside of 
the Lower Mainland

chose to not disclose o
r o

th
er

 

men 

47%
woman 

47%

6%

mixed 
heritage

22% 
identify as of

50% earn over 
$40,000 per year

18% earn $90,000 +

8% earn $20-40,000

7% earn $20,000 or less






80% attended 

college or university


Powell Street 
Festival attendees 
identified as...
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THE Public Art COMPETITION
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The Public Art Competition, in 

partnership with Revery Architecture 

and Abaton Projects challenges 

students to design interactive 

installations for the Powell Street 

Festival. Entrants are asked 

to consider civic engagement, 

cultural relevance, environmental 

sustainability and practical design 

limitations in their proposals.

artists enriching communities

Katie malia George + noriko Tatsuya Nakatani Joy Kogawa joDaiko

Miyama Mcqueen Tokita Bernie Arai Diyet  David Suzuki

June Fukumura as Sumiko kokoro dance Against the current Rachel Kiyo Iwaasa kytamiJe
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The Koinobori, 2016

Macro Maki, 2017

Karakasa Obake, 2018

Emma lee toyoda karakoro SORAMARU TAKAYAMA Chiharu Mizukawa sharon minemotoN
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we paid
525 artists  

in 2019.

Ashi Ato, 2019
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rich cultural engagement
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23 
unique 

japanese 
FOOD

vendors

39 craft + 
marketplace 
vendors

CHILDREN'S 
ACTIVITIES 

Supported by  
Opus Art Supplies, 
daiso, + freshpoint.

lottery

* Diverted 90.9% of festival waste away from the 
landfill, with the help of Green Chair Recylcing

* 613 bICYCLES PARKED AT OUR VALET OVER 2 DAYS
* 63% OF ATTENDEES WALKED, BIKED, OR USED PUBLIC 

TRANSIT TO GET TO THE FESTIVAL
* 2372 peple used REUSABLE WATER sources to drink 

water AT OUR WATER WAGON

$11,132 RAISED in 2019
2683 TICKETS SOLD

Sponsored by Japan Airlines, Hapa Izakaya!, 

Vancouver Internatinoal Film Fesitval, and Emily 

Carr Continuing Studies
zero w

aste
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Every August, We play baseball to 
honour the legendary vancouver 
Asahi baseball, a Japanese Canadian 
team that played in the Powell 
Street area from 1914 to 1941. Their 
home field was Oppenheimer Park.

The Advocacy + outreach committee 

promotes the profile of Powell Street 

Festival to cultural, social, political 

and mainstream communities.

* PARTICIPATE IN DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE 

COMMUNITY-BUILDING EFFORTS. 

* LIAISES WITH OTHER ARTS AND 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO FOSTER 

AWARENESS AND PARTNERSHIPS

* Liaises with local and national 

Japanese Canadian cultural 

and social organizations 

* Works cooperatively with 

other Downtown eastside 

organizations to promote change 

and support to renew the area

grassroots connection to neighbourhood

The A.o.c. Comittee hosts workshops 
in the DTES, including art-making, 
origami, + sumo in collaboration with 
organizations such as Oppenheimer Park, 
homeground, Heart of the City Festival, 
and WEPress Community Art Space.

an Estimated

6130 people engaged 
THROUGH 92 free or accessible 

outreach Events
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tHIS SEASON, OVER 

1525 meals served 
THROUGH A.O.C. INITIATIVES
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Powell Street Festival Society’s 

programming includes a season 

of events and partnerships with 

other organizations throughout the 

year outside of the Festival. This 

expansion of programs allows us to 

collaborate with other organizations, 

artists and communities that we 

wouldn’t normally have the capacity 

to during our festival weekend. We 

are also able to present in other 

venues and areas of the city and 

outreach to new audiences.
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spatial poetics XVI: 
Kiyo 生き残り
2017
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spatial poetics XVII: 
Once lost
2018

spatial poetics XI:
Some monster
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Wild Salmon Caravan
ningyo
2018
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children`s sumo workshop
2019
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mark takeshi McGregor at 
honolulu festival
2019
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Against the current 
workshops
2015

CELEBRATING JAPANESE CANADIAN ARTS AND CULTURE ALL YEAR LONG
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strategic Plan  |  powell street festival society 2019

A society enriched and interconnected through Japanese 

Canadian arts and culture.Vision

We cultivate Japanese Canadian arts and culture to connect 

and empower diverse communities. Our main activity is 

producing the Powell Street Festival in Vancouver’s historic 

Japanese Canadian neighbourhood, Paueru Gai.

mission

Values
Community: We foster engagement, collaboration and accessibility.

Artistic Excellence: We cultivate and support artists and cultural producers.

Inclusivity and Diversity: We program events and activities that welcome a wide range of 

participants, striving towards barrier free experiences.

Heritage: We honour the location of Paueru Gai and Japanese Canadian 

history. Through this, we acknowledge a larger narrative of 

displacement and colonization.

Resilience: We protect and maintain the financial and operational 

viability of the organization.
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 e-newsletter

 sign at festival  
tent

	 e-newsletter

 signs x2: large 
sign in park 
and festival 
tent sign

	 e-newsletter

 signs x2: large 
sign in park 
and festival 
tent sign

	 e-newsletter

 signs x2

 poster

 postcard

 print ads 
(where space 
permits)

	 e-newsletter

 signs x2

 poster

 postcard

 print ads 
(where space 
permits)

 transit shelter 
advertisement

	 e-newsletter

 signs x2

 poster

 postcard

 print ads 
(where space 
permits)

 transit shelter 
advertisement

 logo on 
website

 logo on 
website

 logo on 
website

 featured 
post on our 
website’s news 
feed

 logo on 
website

 featured post 
on news feed

 logo on 
website

 slider on 
website up for 
negotiation

 logo in 
program

 logo in 
program

 1/6 pg b&w ad

 logo in 
program

 1/4 pg b&w ad

 logo in 
program

 1/2 pg b&w ad 

 logo in 
program

 full pg b&w ad

	 group social 
media

	 group social 
media

	 individual 
social media

	 individual 
social media

 emcee 
announcement

 emcee 
announcement

	 opening 
ceremony 
speech

booth space

exclusive festival 
or street stage 
naming rights

Community  
Partner 

$3,000

Festival  
Partner 

$10,000

Volunteer 
Partner

$1,000

Performance 
Partner 

$5,000

Presenting  
Partner 

$25,000

Contributing 
Partner

$300
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	 e-newsletter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 373 subscribers

	 signage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,155 attendees, up to

	 festival program  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000 distribution

 poster + postcard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3550 posted; 3500 distributed

  transit shelter ad . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,893,918 circulation

 print advertisements . . . . . . . . 3,642,000 distro, up to

 website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128,235 pageviews over 1 yr

	 social media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 393,965 social media reach

	 announcements . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,439 attendees, up to

booth space . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,155 attendees, up to

 Sponsor Benefit Reach 

All sponsorship benefits are up for negotiation. We want to create a partnership that suits your unique needs.

 Sponsor Benefit Reach 


