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MISSION

To celebrate Japanese Canadian art and culture to

connect communities.

Values:

Community—We foster engagement, collaboration and
accessibility.

Artistic Excellence—We cultivate and support artists and
cultural producers.

Inclusivity and Diversity—We program events and
activities that welcome a wide range of participants,
striving towards barrier free experiences.

Heritage—We honour the location of Paueru Gai
and Japanese Canadian history. Through this, we
acknowledge a larger narrative of displacement and
colonization.

Resilience—We protect and maintain the financial and
operational viability of the organization. Through this, we
strive to sustain our capacity to fulfill our mandate and

strengthen community.

Celebrating the 48th Annual Powell Street Festival

Since its inception in 1977, the Powell Street Festival has grown into one of Canada’s largest and longest-
running community arts festivals.

Powell Street Festival Society (PSFS) is a non-profit, registered charity arts organization based in Vancouver, operating in
the Paueru Gai area—now known as the Downtown Eastside (DTES)—on the unceded territories of the Skwxwu7mesh
(Squamish), Salilwetat (Tsleil-Waututh), and x*mebBkwayam (Musqueam) Nations. In addition to hosting the annual
Powell Street Festival, the Society offers year-round programs and collaborates with local, national, and international
organizations, artists, and communities to promote equity and well-being for all.



Committed to offering a vibrant and culturally rich experience, Powell Street Festival
showcased an exciting array of events and initiatives, including:

e Performances and presentations by local and international talents, featuring traditional and contemporary

The Festival has hit its stride again, maintaining impressive attendance music, dance, and literary readings.
F E S I I VA L despite the lingering impacts of the pandemic. Held at Oppenheimer e Screenings such as Between Pictures: The Lens of Tamio Wakayama, a documentary by Cindy Mochizuki
(see facing page), Tsunagu by Lucy Komori, which explores the generational impact of Japanese

Park and the Paueru Gai neighborhood, the event reflected our . . , : ) . . . ,
Canadians’ lost history, and Hiroshima Piano, which tells the story of a piano restored after the Hiroshima
ongoing commitment to fostering strong connections and celebration. atomic bombing and the connections formed around it.
e Panels, workshops, walking tours, martial arts demonstrations, and the annual sumo tournament.

e Culinary delights from over 20 food booths, alongside a marketplace with handmade crafts and interactive
games.

e The Festival Connect recording available on YouTube allowed remote audiences to enjoy the festival
grounds from home.

Program/Artist Highlights
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Between Pictures: The Lens of Tamio Wakayama

Kintsugi
Directed by Vancouver-based filmmaker Cindy Mochizuki, this film explores An interactive, multi-disciplinary art installation by musicians Annie Sumi
the journey of Japanese Canadian photographer, Tamio Wakayama, and Brian Kobayakawa, exploring racial identity, healing ancestral trauma,
during the 1960s American Civil Rights movement and his lifelong work and the fragmented history of Japanese Canadian internment. Through
documenting the Japanese Canadian community, blending live action, music, video, and audience interaction, it reflects on the relationship to
archival photography, and animation. ancestry and how it evolves over time.
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JC Place & Memory Anthology Workshop with Mata Ashita Hajichi in Diaspora
Ahead of an upcoming anthology on Japanese Canadian displacement “Hajichi in Diaspora” connected Ryukyuan descendants from Sao Paulo
and memory, editors Michael Prior and Leanne Toshiko Simpson co- and Vancouver to revive the traditional Ryukyuan women'’s tattoo, Hajichi,
hosted a writing workshop with Mata Ashita, the Japanese Canadian through research, film, lectures, and tattoo practice. Their mission was
Writing Workshop. Participants had a chance to get inspired and explore to reclaim Hajichi in a decolonized context and amplify Ryukyuan voices
how place and history intertwine. globally.

Ryuho Shakuhachi Kai Kokoro Dance

Miura Ryuho is one of Japan’s foremost shakuhachi makers and head of Kokoro Dance, founded in 1986 by Barbara Bourget and Jay Hirabayashi,
the Ryuho Kai shakuhachi school. He was joined by Yoshiya Shizuga, a performed at Powell Street Festival 24 times and toured globally. Their
koto master, and Alcvin Ryuzen Ramos. Together, they presented classical piece “L S D,” reflecting their 45-year journey in dance, explored themes of
pieces from the Kinko tradition for shakuhachi and koto. love, sex, and death, featuring choreography by Bourget and Hirabayashi,

with music by Robert J. Rosen.
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2024 Artists/Performers/Community Groups/Culinary

Over the years, Powell Street Festival has invited a diverse range of artists with Japanese roots from both within Canada
and abroad. In 2024, the festival welcomed a variety of artists, from those deeply engaged in community-based activities

to those performing on international stages.

Ceremonial

Urasenke Foundation of
Vancouver, Sa-do (Tea
Ceremony)

Vancouver Mikoshi Rakuichi

Display/Visual and Media Arts

A Hydra Journal of a Plague Year
(Plague)

Consulate General of Japan
Henry Tsang | Hastings Park
Japanese Canadian Arts &
Activism Project

Japanese Canadian Hastings
Park Interpretive Centre Society
Kisyuu Japanese Calligrapher
The Labyrinth of Messages
Vancouver Ikebana Association

Literary

An Afternoon At The Movies:
Script Reading with Vivien Nishi
JC Place & Memory Anthology
Workshop with Mata
AshitaHiroshima Piano
Obaasan’s Boots: Readings by
authors Lara Okihiro and Janis
Bridger

Reading and Conversation with
Leslie Shimotakahara about
SISTERS OF THE SPRUCE

Film/Theatre

Between Pictures: The Lens of
Tamio Wakayama

Hiroshima Piano

Tsunagu

Za Daikon

Panel/Participatory Activities

360 Riot Walk

Hajichi in Diaspora

Hybrid Minds: exploring genre,
race, and creative writing
Nihongo Kouminkan

PSF Healing Circle 2024

Martial Arts

Buijinkan Taka Seigi Dojo
Vancouver

Busenkai and Tamiyaryu
International Headquarter
Kyudo Association of Canada —
Vancouver

Sato-ha Karate-do

Shoheijuku Aikido Canada
Youshinkan Dojo

Shorinji Kempo

Sumo Workshop and
Tournament

UBC Classical Bu-jutsu Club
Vancouver laido Club
Vancouver Kenjutsu — Sugawara
Budo

Dance

APPARE Yosakoi Vancouver
Fuga Circus

Kokoro Dance

Otowa Ryu Japanese Dance
World Soran!

Music

Banana Bread

Bushido

Canada Miyake Taiko Kai
Chibi Taiko

Foxgloves

GO Taiko

Hiroki Tanaka

Jodaiko

Kasahara-Nishihara Duo
Katari Taiko

Kimiko

Kintsugi

Kotojiro (Pico, Seira, and Yuijiro)
Onibana Taiko

Rina and Tohoku Minyo Band
Ryuho Shakuhachi Kai
Sansho Daiko

Sawagi Taiko

Southern Wave Okinawan Music
and Dance Society

Tamami Maitland Trio

The Vancouver Sakura Singers
Vancouver Okinawa Taiko
Yugo Yokota

zmi

Community Groups

Carnegie

Chinatown Together

DTES Street Vendors Collective
Greater Vancouver Japanese
Canadian Citizens’ Association
Japanese Canadian Legacies
Society

Japanese Canadian Surviors
Health & Wellness Society
JETAABC

Megaphone Magazine

National Association of Japanese
Canadians

Nikkei National Museum and
Cultural Centre

Nikkei Seniors Health Care and
Housing society

Nikoniko Home Care

Our Community Bikes

Tonari Gumi (Japanese Commu-
nity Volunteers Association)
Vancouver Japanese Language
School and Japanese Hall

Culinary
* Aiyaohno Café e Vancouver Buddhist Temple
e Artisan SakeMaker .

Vancouver Japanese Language

Coconama Chocolate School and Japanese Hall

Greater Vancouver Japanese e Van Koji Foods Ltd
Canadian Citizens’ Association e Wakwak Burger
Hatchan Takoyaki e Whatafood Food Services Inc.

Japanese Crepe Sasuke
Konko Church of Vancouver
Kyu Girill

Manpuku

Ogojo Canada Ltd

OHME! Foods

Potato San

Powell Street Salmon BBQ
Secret Ice Cream & Sai
Tatchan Noodle

Taco Nori

Tea Lani

Teppan Yaro

Tenrikyo Yonomotokai
Teriyaki Boys

Tonari Gumi (Japanese Commu-
nity Volunteers Association)

Some of our efforts to reduce access barriers to our programs/events include:

e All events and programs were offered at no cost or on a sliding scale. Select live
events, including the Powell Street Festival’s opening ceremony and volunteer
orientation, featured ASL interpretation to ensure accessibility.

The festival program and website were made available in both English and
Japanese, and emcees presented in both languages to engage a diverse

audience.

For those unable to attend in person, our Festival Connect livestream allowed
viewers to enjoy the festival grounds from the comfort of their homes.




VOLUNTEERS

Qur festival is deeply rooted in the spirit of volunteerism, and we are immensely thankful to the dedicated

community of volunteers whose ongoing contributions continue to shape and sustain our programming. EMPOWERING JAPANESE CANADIAN YOUTH

This year, we had 387 volunteers that donated 4,891 hours. JAPAN ES E CANAD IAN
YOUTH COHORT PROGRAM

2024
JC Youth Cohort

From left to right in the top image:
Sydney Christie, Camille Kiku Belair,
and Lauren Shiga

Photos by Reiko Anderson

= |

From May to August, we welcomed
our cohort to the PSFS community.
This program for three Japanese
Canadian youth ages 19-29 aims to
create an embodied experience of
Japanese Canadian identity.

Investments in social enterprise and job creation: $16,140 This  annual,  expenses-paid

program offers three Japanese
Each year, the Festival provides diverse, accessible employment opportunities to members Canadian youth raised outside of
o][‘ the Dr?wnt]?wn”Eastside community. We engage local residents to help foster a welcoming Britsh Columbia, the opportunity
USRS CAIAENE to participate in the Powell Street

Festival. Through hands-on event
production, training sessions, and mentorship, participants gain a deeper connection to their

Japanese Canadian cultural heritage, while also building valuable skills and relationships
with Elders, professionals, and over 200 festival volunteers.

10 11




Survey Results - Diverse multi-generational audience

Our festival goers are diverse and self-identify as:

Japanese Southeast Asian Half Japanese
Mexican Turkish Taiwanese ltalian Canadian British korean

Viet o
o Mixed Japanese s
F'Illpan Indonesian Middle Eastern ey C.anadlan
Chinese Hong Kongese ELropean Half Chinese

age
under 18

Our festival goers are from:

North Shore Burnaby,
6% New

age 50-65 age 19-29

27% 30%

Westminster,
Coquitlam,

DTES or ~ Elsewhere in
Strathcona British Columbia
11% or Canada
5%

age 30-49
29%

prefer not to say
or other

Richmond, Surrey,
Delta, Langley or White
Rock

11%

female

52%

The U.S. 2%

Outside of Canada/the U.S. 4%

One of the key strengths of the Powell Street Festival is our ability to bring together a remarkably diverse
audience that might not otherwise cross paths.

We take pride in fostering a intercultural, multi-generational community, and our audience continues to

expand each year. Surveys show that we not only welcome new visitors but also have a dedicated group
who return year after year.

12

When did you attend
your first Powell Street Festival?

Why did you attend the festival?

Food
Performances
Crafts and Marketplace

Family or Friends

To Support Japanese/
Japanese Canadian Culture

Displays and
Participatory Activities

Before 2011

This is my

31%  first live PSF!

38%

2011-2015
13%

2016 2021 2023
2020-2022 6%

6% 6%

“Always enjoyable. Exceptionally
well organized and loaded with
interesting, informative, engaging
and fun content.”

-Festival survey participant (anonymous)

“Always a pleasure to attend
and see the wide array of
performances and food.”

-Festival survey participant (anonymous)
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SUPPORTERS

We sincerely thank our funders, sponsors and donors for their vital support in making the Powell
Street Festival possible. Each contribution plays a crucial role in celebrating Japanese Canadian arts
and culture while fostering meaningful community connections.

Funders and Sponsors

e & @ Canada Council  Conseil des Arts BRITISH COLUMBIA S BRI J.lr.h NEs) u
d11dAd CITY OF XS fortheArts  duCanada ——— CANAIFLAN l“lan{lty
VANCOUVER Supported by the Prvince of ish Columbia LEGALIES

Performance Partners

EEEEABUHATWE snaweyatlelam.  Langara

Community Partners ... sEmcona  elementi@ Fujiya™

ol TEHTRE

Volunteer & Contributing Partners

Hapa lIzakaya, Mint Records, Guu |zakaya, Sunrise Soya Foods, Mikado Martial Arts Supplie, Nikoniko Homecare, Hebron Shyng, CPA Inc., Tom Lee
Music, Oomomo, Tim Hortons, Centre A, Terra Breads, Pac West Kimono, Dosanko, Aiyaohno Cafe, Blim, Vegan Pudding & Co., Nami Studio, COFU,
Coconama, Tama Organic Life, 93 Coffee, Yama Cafe

Individual Donors

Arsenal Press, BC Lions, Benny Foods, Capture+, Carp Sushi&Bowl, Cadeaux Bakery, COBS Bread, Fairmont Hotel, Firehall Arts Centre, FreshPoint,
Geist Magazine, Japanese American National Museum, Kisyuu Calligraphy, Massy Books, Moja Coffee, Mr. Japanese Curry, Murata, Nami Studio,
Nesters Market, Ricepaper Magazine and ACWW, Roshan Vickery Fund, Santel Communications, Shizen ya, Sunrise Market, Takenaka, The Bulletin, The
Cinematheque, The Listel Hotel Whistler, The Postcard Place, Tokyo Katsu Sand, Vancouver Ikebana Association, Vancouver Whitecaps, VIFF, VLAFF,

Anaiis Peterson, Ann Ishiguro, Anonymous, Arie Grewal, Arlene Forsyth (in memory of Janice Shimizu), Belinda-Ann Furlan (in memory of the Hayashi
family who were exiled from their home on 22nd ave in Vancouver/Douglas Park), Beth Carter, Bob Kobayashi, Carrie Greig, Colin Yakashiro, Constance
Kadota (in memory of Janice Shimizu), David Shimizu, Debbie Cheung, Don Tabata, Eddy Teranishi, Edward Takayanagi, Eileen Kage, Emiko Morita (in
memory of Tere Saimoto), Emily Yakashiro (in memory of Bryan Yakashiro), Esther Matsubuchi Florence Mitani (in memory of Janice Shimizu), George and
Bettina Nyman (in memory of Janice Hanako Shimizu), Gerald Joe, Gordon Gallagher, Gregor Reid, Gregory Uyeda, Henry Tsang, Jeff Chiba Stearns,
Jennifer Buck, Jennifez Ryan (in Memory Of Janice Shimizu), Joanne Shimotakahara, John Price, Joyce Wang, Judy Hanazawa (in memory of Janice
Hanako Shimizu), Kai Nagata, Kathy Shimizu (in memory of Mio and Victor Shimizu), Kelty McKinnon, Kyle Loven (in memory of Kazuyo Yakashiro), Kyle
Yakashiro, Laura Ishiguro, Les & Phyllis Murata (in memory of Janice Shimizu), Leslie Compere (in memory of Janice Hanako Shimizu), Lisa Mah, Lorenz
von Fersen, Luxton, Madeline Keller-MaclLeod, Mari Fuijita, Marian Arai, Megumi Anderson, Megumi Yamaguchi, Michael Hanos, Nancy Nesbitt, Nina
Inaoka Lee, Oritani Management Corporation, Patricia Tanaka, Paul Stanley, Rachael Nakamura, Rachel Enomoto, Randi Edmundson, Rebecca Ho, Reiko Me d 'i a S p 0 1] So r's & Pa rt N e r's
Tagami,Rika Uto, Samuel Araki, Satoshi Schulte, Shaena Kobayashi, Shaunn Watt, Sheila Ozamoto (in memory of Janice Shimizu), Susan Arai, Susan
Doi (in memory of Tomoaki and Mitsue Doi), Taeko Mary Jane Morita, Tani Miki, Tannis Nishibata (in memory of Janice Shimizu), Wayne Okamura, Wendy

Morita, Wilson Chen (in memory of our dear cousin Janice Shimizu)

Become a donor, for as little as $10!
https://powellstreetfestival.com/donate/

Join our sponsors’ circle and enjoy exclusive benefits!
https://powellstreetfestival.com/supporters/
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https://powellstreetfestival.com/donate/ 
https://powellstreetfestival.com/supporters/

The Powell Street Festival Society offers year-round programs and

YEAR RO U N D collaborates with local organizations, artists, and communities.
- We partner with various groups to host events at Oppenheimer

P ROG RAMS Park, focusing on capacity building, meal distribution, and cultural

activities that celebrate Japanese Canadian history and culture.

For more information on all programs, visit:

https://powellstreetfestival.com/allprograms/

Event/Program Highlights

360 Riot Walk

The Powell Street Festival Society continues to steward 360
Riot Walk, an interactive walking tour of Vancouver’s 1907 Anti-
Asian Riots, created by artist, Henry Tsang. Using 360 video
technology, the tour traces the route of the riots in the Downtown
Eastside, interweaving narratives of racialized communities and
reclaiming untold histories. The project also includes educational
initiatives, such as a field trip walking tour and an online teacher
resource, and aims to foster inter-community relationships and
dialogue around social justice and historical accountability.

——> https://powellstreetfestival.com/360-riot-walk/

2024 Vancouver Basho

Co-hosted by Sumo Sundays, this inaugural event took place
ahead of the annual tournament at Powell Street Festival. It
offered an afternoon of family-friendly sumo in a comfortable,
seated venue. Spectators watched three open-gender brackets
featuring competitors of all body sizes and experiences from
Vancouver and Seattle. Hosting the tournament indoors allowed
for a more comfortable viewing experience and provided
competitors with additional opportunities to spar and refine the
format for the Powell Street Festival.
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DTES Grocery Delivery Programs

Powell Street Festival Society is proud to support the Downtown
Eastside (DTES) community through our ongoing Community Care
Programs. In collaboration with the Chinatown Grocery Program, we
deliver groceries to 90 underserved elders and SRO tenants each week.
This is made possible thanks to the support of the SRO Collaborative
and the Ho family. PSFS envisions positive social change through
Japanese Canadian art and culture, fostering community connections
and celebrating our ties to the historic Paueru Gai (DTES).

s https://powellstreetfestival.com/dtes-grocery-delivery-
programs/

Photos by Emiko Morita

Setsubun (Winter)

In February, we hosted a free New Year's event featuring Elder
Veronica’s Sacred Fire and a community meal of Japanese curry
rice. The event included Setsubun traditions like mamemaki, along
with unique Powell Street Festival elements. Attendees were able to
participate in Indigenous drumming, thanks to the teachings of Elder
Clint. We also partnered with Distro Disco, who set up a pop-up tent

@,l, '_'1':’:::"""-"1 to collect warm winter items for unhoused neighbours. Attendees

- i contributed items such as handwarmers, wool socks, and sleeping
e H — ey bags to support Distro Disco’s mission of redistributing material goods
— e based on community needs.
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https://powellstreetfestival.com/dtes-grocery-delivery-programs/
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Community Care Programs

Hanami (Spring)

This cherry blossom picnic event featured a taiko performance by
Canada Miyake Taiko Kai, Japanese craft-making, and a community
meal of Japanese curry rice. Attendees participated in creating paper
cherry blossoms and rainy weather wards (teru teru bozu). Canada
Miyake Taiko Kai delivered a powerful performance. This celebration
of the cherry blossom season was made possible by partners such as
Carnegie Community Centre, Oppenheimer Park, Vancouver Japanese
Language School-Japanese Hall, Vancity, City of Vancouver, WePress,
and TD Park People Grants.

Asahi Tribute Game (Summer)

The Vancouver Asahi Tribute Game commemorated the Vancouver
Asahi, a legendary Japanese Canadian baseball team who played in
the Powell Street area and influenced Canadian history and citizenship
rights. This year, the event also included the unveiling of the Vancouver
Nisei Baseball Team Sign, in partnership with the Vancouver Nisei
Baseball Committee, celebrating the team'’s resilience in overcoming
racism and post-war injustices from 1951 to 1960. This event was
supported by Oppenheimer Park, Vancouver Japanese Language
School-Japanese Hall, Vancity, City of Vancouver, WePress, and
DUDES Club, and funded by the Community Fund of the Japanese
Canadian Legacies Society.
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4 Butternut squash miso soup!

® Block printmaking
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Minori Harvest (Fall)

The Minori Harvest event celebrated the autumn season and honoured
the history of Japanese Canadian farmers in BC. Held at Oppenheimer
Park, the event provided free butternut squash miso soup made from
locally sourced produce, in partnership with local farmers. The day also
featured cultural activities, embracing the spirit of community and the
harvest season with the Downtown Eastside (DTES) community.

2 DTES SRO

Collaborative Society

& ™
OUR COMMUNITY
EVENT PARTNERS
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Contact 604-739-9388

— info@powellstreetfestival.com

111 W Hastings St, Suite 410
Vancouver, BC V6B 1H4



